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he year of 2019 proved a very
“satisfactory “period for the branch.
I hesitate to use the word
“successful” because the use of this word
has a habit of coming back and biting you.
All the basic services required of us by
Parkinson's UK continue to be provided.
In fact we added one in 2018 which is
continuing to draw large attendances. That is
10 pin bowling at the Metrodome. The reverse
is true of our monthly walks programme.
Dogged by wet weather, attendances have
been scanty and the frequency and location of
the walks is being reviewed.
We have had some wonderful support from
our members to add to our “adoption” by two
local groups as their charity of the year
(referred to elsewhere). In addition we have,
with the advice of Karen, the local
representative of the South Yorkshire Funding
Advice Bureau, tapped into sources of finance
which hitherto have not been used
extensively, that is both national and local
grant making charities, trusts and
foundations. Helped considerably by a grant
of £10,000 from the National Lottery, over
70% of our basic expenditure has been
provided from these sources. The funds from
these resources are restricted and therefore
outside the remit of the charity's Financial
Framework. This has produced anomalies
which have yet to be resolved. But with the
co-operation of our regional Volunteer

Support Worker we reached an amicable
agreement to send £2,000 to head office to
support priorities chosen by the branch from a
list provided by Parkinson's UK.
We celebrated the tenth anniversary of our
service level agreement with Bronia who
provides two separate exercise classes. But
we said our sad farewells to Sharon Gray, the
Parkinson's local advisor, who has taken
early retirement. Referrals are now handled
solely by Carolyn Turton our local clinical
nurse specialist. We were able to send four
couples on the Blackpool experience.
This report however would not be complete
without an acknowledgement of the
tremendous contribution Bob Bridges has
made to the branch as newsletter editor and
web site compiler. In his absence, Ken Booth
has taken over responsibility for the web site
and Sheila Ireland, currently service
development officer, is editing the newsletter.

For 2019 our grateful thanks go to the
following organisations:
Barnsley Clinical Commissioning Group,
South Yorkshire Community Foundation, The
Shawlands Trust, Henry Boot (Better Barnsley
Bond), retired Police Officers Association,
Penistone Young Farmers, Tesco, Barnsley
Football Club and Barnsley Rockley Rotary
Club.
We also thank our own members and regular
supporters, some mentioned in this report,
who have held gatherings, coffee mornings,
donated the collections at funerals of their
loved ones and for individual donations.
The branch continues to be represented at all
local and regional events, consultations and
seminars to ensure that the interests of those
either with or affected by Parkinson's inform
the decision makers' deliberations.

Philip Thompson

2019 Month by Month
January
Mid term reviews were held with each of the branch's service providers, Barnsley Hospice,
CrossRoads Care and Bronia Warden. To celebrate the 10th anniversary of Bronia's
exercise agreement a lunch was held at the Holiday Inn. A tin collection was held at the
Penistone Tesco store. A coffee morning was organised on the branch's behalf at the
Mapplewell Methodist church hall.
February
At the branch annual general meeting all the existing committee members were re-elected
except for Rona who announced her retirement. A second collection was held, this time at
the Barnsley Tesco store. At a meeting of the finance sub-committee, attended by Rose
Crawley, the Regional Voluntary Support worker a proposed spending plan for 2019/2020
was formulated.
March
A bucket collection was held at Barnsley Football club. A fifth staging of the Carers' Day
was held, funded on this occasion by South Yorkshire Community Foundation. The Retired
Police Officers' Association announced that they were adopting this branch as their charity
for the year.
April
A tenpin bowling session was held at the Metrodome. Parkinson's World Day was
celebrated by a display in the town centre, attended by the Mayor. The first of the summer
walks was held in Locke Park.
June
The branch had a plant sale at the Vintage car rally in Locke park. An information stall was
provided at the Carers' Day at Priory Campus organised by the Barnsley Council carers'
service. Branch representatives attended a regional “Working Together” event at
Doncaster. The first of the years visits was made to the Media Centre in Bradford. The
venue for the month's walk was Cannon Hall but curtailed because of the weather.
July
The venue for the months walk was the Yorkshire Sculpture Park.
August
Barrie and Margaret organised a garden gathering at their home on the first weekend of
the month. The following weekend the branch had a stall at the Locke Park Gala followed
by George's Langsett Barn sponsored walk. The monthly walk was cancelled because of a
clash with a re-arranged date for the exercise classes.
September
The second of the year's outings took the form of an afternoon tea at the White Bull
restaurant at Cannon Hall. Branch representatives attended a first year anniversary
celebration of the delivery of Barnsley Council's carers' service by the “Making Space”
organisation. The chair attended the AGM of the Barnsley Clinical Commissioning Group.
Shirley organised a fundraising event at the Dodworth WMC. The venue for the last of the
summer walks was the Dearne Valley but was seriously affected by heavy rain.
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2019 October to December
October
Five members of the branch attended an open day at the SITran department of Sheffield
University. A second meeting of the finance sub committee was convened to finalise the
spending plan for 2020/21. After the retirement of Sharon Gray, the Parkinson's Local
Advisor, the chair discussed referral arrangement with the Parkinson's nurse. Branch
representatives attended a second regional “Working Together” event also held at
Doncaster. We were informed by the Penistone branch of the Young Farmers organisation
that this branch had been adopted as their charity for the year.
November
There was a second visit to the Metrodome for a session of 10 pin bowling. Branch
representatives attended the AGM of CrossRoads Care.
December
The annual Christmas party was attended by 60 members with Mayor, Councillor Pauline
Markham and her consort in attendance. The choir of the University of the Third Age
provided the entertainment.
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